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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 
Being a leader of school community is not easy; your mistakes are 
often public, the workload is often loaded and demanding, the 
sacrifices your family makes for you are big and the expectations 
and responsibilities are sometimes unrealistic. Having said that, 
leadership is extremely rewarding and it is certainly not 
something I regret. Leadership is about learning and leading your 
learning and this is something that has motivated me to be leader 
throughout my career and moving forward into my new role. I am 
looking forward to imparting my knowledge and developing the 
leadership skills of young people. I am a teacher first and 
foremost and a leader second. Working and developing children 
to be better people is my passion! 
 
Hard to believe that I have been the substantive Principal of our 
great school for now 12 months. I feel gratitude every day for you 
trusting me in this privileged role. School improvement, building 
high trust in our school community and most importantly your 
children and their learning progress is important to myself and my 
staff. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you. Too many 
to mention, the support provided to me and my family in my roles 
at the school has been enormous. 
I would like to thank you for giving me and my family a chance 
and I have thoroughly enjoyed working with you all. Our students 
have motivated me every day to come in to our school and try my 
very best and to have a positive impact. I would like to wish Shelby 
Papadopoulos (Acting Principal) all the very best for Term 3.   
 

What a great term it has been! This week you will receive your 
child’s mid-year report outlining their progress for the semester. 
Can I encourage all families to make the time to sit with your child 
and read their report together. Each individual subject report will 
specify your child’s:  

  VELS level  

 Subject achievements  

 Areas that require improvement 

This is one form of feedback on your child’s performance. Their 
individual improvement cycle and development of learning goals 
in all subject areas is ongoing. If you feel you would like to discuss 
your child’s progress, please contact their relevant teacher to 
make an appointment.  
 

 Congratulations to Jasmine Garcia on winning the 
‘People’s Choice’ and ‘Encouragement Award’ at this 
year’s WRAD Art Competition.  

 
Attendance: I would like to highlight the importance of school 
attendance for all students P-12. Parents are required to ensure 
their child attends school and provide an explanation for their 
child's absence from school. Where possible, parents should 
inform the school in advance of upcoming absences. We strongly 
recommend that you actively use the School Compass System to 
input your child’s attendance information, please contact the 
school if you require further support with this procedure. We 
appreciate your ongoing support in promoting and ensuring your 
child’s attendance to school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And remember:  
 

“Keep your thoughts positive, because your thoughts become 
your words. Keep your words positive, because your words 
become your behaviour. Keep your behaviour positive, because 
your behaviours become your habits. Keep your habits positive, 
because your habits become your values. Keep your values 
positive, because your values become your destiny.” –  Mahatma 
Ghandi 

 

SEAN FITZPATRICK 

PRINCIPAL 

 

Next Newsletter 19th July 

 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS’ REPORTS 

 
Well done to Jordan Rundle who is heading to England these 
holidays to play and train with the Victorian Under 18 sub-district 
team. Jordan is really looking forward to the event as a leg 
spinner, experiencing different conditions. The trip is a potential 
stepping stone to the Victorian Premier Cricket league, another 
step closer to state level cricket. On his bucket list is seeing county 
cricket right before his very eyes, eating bangers and mash with 
mushy peas and a ride on the London Eye. We wish Jordan all the 
best for this amazing experience and hope he leaves his sand 
paper at customs. 
 
Also travelling these holidays are Ben Matthews and Kobe 
Henderson. Both young men have been awarded a fully funded 
scholarship by the Mathematical Association of Victoria to attend 
their maths camp for ‘high potential rural and regional students. 
The camp, run in Melbourne, relies on teachers to nominate and 
for students to meet particular criteria. The focus of the camp is 
to complete real-world industry maths problems. The MAV has 
partnered with four mathematical industries. Each industry will 
provide students with a project investigation. Students will 
receive daily mentoring by mathematicians and industry 
representatives. Over four and a half days, students develop their 
project presentation and solution as a team, developing 21st 
century skills including communication, problem solving and 
creative and critical thinking. Good luck to Kobe and Ben. Thanks 
to our Maths teachers for their continued support of this 
program. 
 
Reports will be available this Friday for students to take home. 
There will be results and comments indicating growth for 
students in each of their subjects and it would be great for 
students to come back to school next term with three key actions 
they need to take to keep improving and growing in Term 3. 
 
Reminders: 
 
Uniform – Can families please ensure their children have the 
correct uniform. Winter is cold, however hoodies are not part of 
our uniform and an alternative is that students can wear a jumper 
underneath their clothes. Kathmandu or any other big jackets are 
also not part of the uniform. If anyone does require assistance 
with obtaining the correct uniform we are always more than 
willing to help out. 
 
Litter – Students are asked to do the right thing and put their 
rubbish in the bin. There really isn’t any excuse for there to be 
rubbish on the ground in our school. 
 
 
 



Week 1 Term 3:  
 

 Year 10 Camp will run from Wednesday July 18 to Friday 
July 20. Thanks Mrs McKenzie for organising this 
experience. 

 Year 9 BRICKS program will run for all Year 9 students 
Wednesday 18 and Thursday 19 July. All Year 9 students 
will be attending this program which is focused on 
resilience and personal development. 

 
Our School Counsellor 
Mark Chapman is our school counsellor and comes with vast array 
of experience to support our students and broader school 
community. Mark is a previous Principal of Port Fairy 
Consolidated School, an experienced counsellor and a 
Collingwood supporter. Already his support of students, way of 
working with them and their families has had a positive impact 
and set up a valued support network for all students who seek out 
his services. If you feel that your child might need some extra 
support, please call Gill Hampson or myself; we can make 
referrals on your behalf.  

 
 
I hope all of our students have a safe and restful break. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 

DAN WALKER  
7-12 ASSISTANT PRINICPAL 
 

 
Jordan Rundle 

 

 
Left to Right: Kobe Henderson and Ben Matthews 

 

Staff changes 
Jake Rowbottom has been appointed to the Year 3-4 position 
until the end of the year, replacing Sophie Barr. He is currently 
teaching at the School of Air in Western Australia, so 
unfortunately will not be able to come meet us before next term. 
Jake is a second year out graduate, and prior to School of the Air, 
has been a relief teacher. His family live in Camperdown and he is 
very keen to come home. 
We wish Sophie all the best as she takes up a Year 5-6 class at 
Camperdown College. Sophie has been a terrific asset to our 
team, bringing many fresh ideas to our teaching and learning 
practice. She will be missed, but no doubt we will continue to see 
her around. Best wishes Sophie. 
Melissa Berry will be taking long service leave for the first two 
weeks of term. Jaye Dickenson will be her replacement. Jaye is 
regular relief teacher and is looking forward to having Melissa’s 
year 5-6 for the two weeks. 
Jenny Evans will also be taking long service leave. She will be 
replaced by Liz Patterson. Liz is a very experienced teacher and is 
looking forward to supporting the Shire staff in the running of the 
library. Liz will be supported by Lee McLeod for one day a week. 
Fitzy Farewell 
Last Friday was a terrific celebration of the time Sean has spent 
with us. I want to thank all students (and parents) for supporting 
the dress-up fun. Thank you also to the parents and community 
member who attended the Assembly. 
 

 
 
I want to thank Sean for being a terrific mentor, principal and 
friend. His passion for improving student outcomes, through 
developing teachers and being prepared to take risks with 
change, is an inspiration to me as a leader. Best wishes in your 
new job Sean. 
 
Final Day of the Term 
Just a reminder that tomorrow, we finish at 2:30pm. Buses will be 
an hour earlier. We will have a very short assembly at 2:20pm, 
before all students are dismissed. 
 
Term 3 
There will be a new specialist timetable given out on day one next 
term. If you are eager to check it out, please look at your child’s 
Compass schedule. 
 
Thankyou 
I want to thank our terrific, volunteer MiniLit/MacqLit tutors for 
the tremendous time and effort they have given to supporting our 
intervention program. To Sharon Mottram, Rebecca Kuhl, Talia 
Blain, Robyn Vale, Vanessa Sinclair and Melinda Drysdale – thank 
you greatly. I will once again put the call out for tutors next term, 
so please if you are able to give up one hour for 2-4 days a week, 
please let me know. 
 
Final word 
I want to pass on our well wishes to Charlotte Taylor and her 
family. Charlotte was involved in an accident on Monday night 
and is in hospital recovering. Speaking to her mother this 
morning, Charlotte is doing well, but it will be a long road back to 
full fitness. Mrs Orr’s class have put together a card, which I’m 
sure will brighten her spirits.  



Have a safe holiday everyone. Be careful on the roads and to 
those travelling abroad or long distances, stay safe. See you all 
back on Monday 16th July. 
 

GILL HAMPSON 

P-6 ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

 
 

 

Hydrocarbons in daily life  

As part of their studies of biochemistry and oil refining this term, 
the Year 11 Chemistry students visited the Beach Energy Otway 
gas plant. Sue Dwyer conducted an induction session on site 
stressing that safety was everyone’s duty and then students 
donned safety vests, glasses and gloves before joining Trevor Van 
Andel on a tour of the plant. Students learnt that the gas plant is 
mainly producing methane, ethane, propane and butane and the 
liquids (condensate) are then sent off for further refining into 
petrol. This was a wonderful opportunity for the class to reinforce 
their understanding of hydrocarbons and fractional distillation 
evidenced in the gas extraction process at this plant. What an 
interesting community we live in! 

 ______________________________________ 

CCC Competition 

The Year 7/8 Cows Create Career elective students once again 
participated in the SW regional CCC competition with over 20 
local teams competing in a dairy celebration day. 
“Mooshmellows” were the winning team and received equal 
highest points as a team from Kings College for their project about 
dairy, a science report on their calves and a fun photo. Thanks to 
Simone Renyard and Peter Fulton as our industry advocates and 
for loaning the calves, Bambi and Maggie, for the students to 
interact with and learn from. Fortunately the students were able 
to visit ‘their girls’ on the way to the competition and they are 
looking very healthy after their stint at school. Thank you to 
everyone concerned.  

 

 

TAP CCC panel 

Once again our careers session was a highlight of the Year 7/8 CCC 
science elective, featuring panelists David Sheedy, a vet from The 
Vet Group, Brett Hunger, an agribusiness banker from CBA, 
Danielle O’Keefe, an agronomist with Grass Growers, Rachel 
Alexander, a farm services advisor from WCB and Andy Powell, a 
young farmer. Each panelist described their career path including 
subjects they took at school, study or education required for their 
current careers, features of their jobs that appealed to them, any 
quirks or benefits of their jobs and any pieces of advice for our 
students. Some panelists brought tools of their trade and 
interesting components of their job including cockchafers, a 
steer’s brain and Herd Manager ear tags. All stressed that that it 
was ok to be uncertain of what you wanted to do as a career but 
to take on any opportunities offered to you to do what you enjoy 
doing. 

 



 

 

 
Second-hand school uniform sales 

Inquiries Susan Van Rijthoven 5598 3358 
 

 

CANTEEN ROSTER TERM 3 

Week 1 16th – 20th July 

Mon 16th Susan Van Rijthoven 

Tues 17th  Katerina Currell 

Wed 18th  Bryan Ward 

Thurs 19th  Nicole Uebergang 

Fri 20th  Michelle Gristede 

12:30 – 2:30 pm  

       

Week 2 23rd – 27th July 

Mon 23rd  Sarah Humphreys 

Tues 24th  Caitlyn Cook  

Wed 25th  Melinda Drysdale 

Thurs 26th  Linda Whiting             Sue Trotter 

Fri 27th  Bronwyn Lenehan 

12:30 – 2:30 pm  

 

Week 3 30th July – 3rd August 
Mon 30th   

Tues 31st  Wendy Maskell  

Wed 1st  Sheryn Vogels  

Thurs 2nd  Naomi Lewis 

Fri 3rd   Ashley Nesseler 

12:30 – 2:30 pm  

CAF VOLUNTEERS ROSTER 
START TIME: 11am – 2:15pm 
There will be a short break within this time period 

 

Dear Students and Families of Japanese Studies 
 

A brilliant opportunity to host a Japanese student in        
August 2018! 

 

JAPANESE SCHOOL VISIT (4th – 22nd of August) 
We are expecting a visit from approximately 14 students 
and one staff member, from a collection of schools in 
Tokyo this August, from the 4th to the 22nd for 2 1/2weeks.  
 
We are currently seeking host families who would be 
willing to host a student for this time.  Students are about 
13-16 years old, equivalent to our Year 7 - Year 10 levels. 
At this stage, 7 of the students are female and 7 are male 
and they will be accompanied by a female staff member.  
More information will be available to us soon. 
 
Students will be attending Timboon P – 12 school, English 
language sessions, class interactions and a range of other 
activities.  Hosting families will be entitled to a financial 
contribution.  Any family member 18 or above will be 
required to  
have a volunteer working with children’s certificate. 
 
Hosting a student is a wonderful opportunity to share our 
language, culture and way of life and learn about another 
country, improve your Japanese, make lasting friendships 
and have lots of fun. 
 
If you are interested in hosting please fill in the form below 
and return it to your Japanese teacher (Angela Smith), as 
soon as possible to ensure you don’t miss out! 
 
 

 
 
 

I am interested in hosting a Japanese student  
from (4th – 22nd August) 
 
We would prefer to host a: (please circle) 
Male /  female student  /  female staff member 

 
STUDENT NAME 
YEAR LEVEL:………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
CONTACT PERSON 
PHONE NUMBER:…………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
Please return to Mrs Smith (Sensei) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
                                  
 



 

 

 


